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* TIMBER RESERVES.
That of the West_r;;ds Better Pro-
tection.

Violutlon of the Law In Destroction of
Timber Reported to the Wash-
Ington OMee.

The gimplicity of the means by which
permits to cut timber are allowed i3 a
congtant temptation for dishonest people
and lumber syndieates to despoil the pub-
lie forests of the country. Yarions at-
tempts have been made to remedy  this
evil by legislation, but all measures in-
trodueed for this purpose have been
sidetracked, donbtléss by members of
congresg who are interested in the lnm-
ber business thiemselves,

Ag the law now stands, a man who
wishes to ent timber merely has toapply
to the interior departiment at Washing-
ton, either throangh the nearest land of-
fice ordirectly to the department, giving
the aflidavits of four persons that the
timber they desire to eut is necessary for

partment fhat no adequate watch can be
kept on the publie foreste of the country.
All attempte to inerense this force are
defeated in congress. Last year the sen-
ate cut down the item appropriated by
the house for this purpose from §85,000
to $60,000, to gratiiy a petty pieceof spite
of Senator Gorman, it is said, who was
digappointed in geenring one of hese
places for one of his Maryland hench-
men,  Of course it cannol be denied
that often in the past these agents have |
been worse than nseless, but there 18 no
reason why competent men conld not be |

pitkiin snch positions and held aceount-
able for their actions.  The money apenf
in this wiy would come back fonr-iold
in fines and recovery of damages where
thefts had been committed,

[ The MeRae bill, which was introdnesd
iti the house last winter, had for its os-
tensible object the protection of forests

and provites for the sale of government
timber under the supervigion of the see-
retary of the interior, 1t alto made pro-
vigion for 4 specinl fund to employ in-
gpectors,  This bill, however, was open

to certain objections, as it gave the sec-

local supplies;  They must alzo make it [ vetary of the interior too much diseretion

appear that this timber can be ent with- | in the sale of timber and left loop holes |

out injury to the publie, that is, that it

ditions and other matters of thissortand
that they have advertised in two local

newspapers, if thereare two nublished in | even more distructive to forests than |
|

the geéction in which the land is situnted,
[T everything scems satisfactory, the see-

retury of the interior issues g permitspe- | woods to promote o vigorous growth of |

eifying the minimum size of the ees to

be eut, the percentage of each class rep- |
resented on the tract, and the munner of | protests from the neighborhood of the |

theircuttingand many other points, This
license is good forone year, and s re-
newable indéfinitely at the seeretary’s
diseretion,

All of this affords very little protection
for the government in a thinly settled
country. The fonr affidavits can be ensi-
Iy obtained,and may be made by the men
in the deal themselves, In many western
tounties there are not two newspapers,or
i-there are, they do not eirenlste ont-
side the towns in which they are printed,
Sometimes the first intimation a settler

receives that snch o permit has been |

granted is when the water supply of his
home becomes contaminated by passing
throngh a lnmber camp or o elearing in
which unlawinl sheep-herding has sue-
eeeded the entting down of ‘the timber.
It is too late then to do anvthing, He
may senil o protest to Washington, but
by the time hiz communicstion has bheen
throngh the circamloention and red fape
of the land office, and & spacial agent
sent out to investigate the tronble, and
this report has been examined and the
land office is all ready to act, the damage
has been done,

There is such a4 gmall foree of special

| for frand, It was defeated throngh the ()
will not interfere with loeal water con- | efforts of Representative Pickler of Sonth

Dakota,
The sheep herders have proved to e

timber thieves in many sections.  They
I1'1'vqwlv|1ll}-' in the fall set fire to the
young leaves and herbage the next year,

The department has received many

| Wattlement mesa reserve in Colorado
[and San Barnardino reserve in Califor-
lui:i, and many others, declaring that
gheep herders had rendered the wuters
below unfit for use by pasturing sheep
on the reservations.

Propositions have been made to use
[ the United States troops for the protee-
tion of the government forest, but with-
ot the authority of congress the
seeretary of war did not eare to take the
responsibility of utilizing the idle sol-
diers for this purpose.

In the Black Hills region in South
Dakot it ig asserted that the Homestake
[ Mining company has been making nse
of the mineral land thmber for itg pri-
vate benefit, Under the law, wood can
be eat from mineral lands for domestic

|1||i| |||ir|i11g ]lul']-i)!-'vﬂ \\'ilhuui 'Iln' -
| liminary of taking out o permit. 'l‘l:i:-
company, it is said, has not paid partic-
ular attention as to whether Lhe timber
it hag ciit has been on mineral lands
within the meaning of the law, bat has
gone slead eutting timber everywhere it
pleased on the theory that all lands in a

noter, [t has even built n narrow gauge
railroad 20 miles long which, for eight
months in the year, dots nothing bnt
haul timber from the forests down to the

agents at the disposal of the interior de- ' mines,

mining country must be mineral in ehine- |

STATE GOVERNORS.

Ninoteen Demoornsts, Twenty-three Reo-
publicans, Une Domocratic-Fop-
ullst and One Silverite
As It Now stands,

Of the 21 states that elected governors,
17 of the snecessiul candidates were re-
publicans, 2 demoerats, one demoacritic-
populist and L silverite,

Thé states in which republicans take
the place of democratic governors arc:
(Oonnecticnt, Delaware, New  York
Penusylvanin, Tennessee and Wiscon-
sin, A demoerat displaces o repub-
lican as governor of Californin. Popi-
lists give way to republicans in Colo-
rado, Kansas, North Dakota and Wyo-
ming, The list of governors of the stales
18 nafollows:
| Alnbama—Willinm ¢, Oates, demo-
| erat.

Arkansas—I. P, Clark, democrat,

Californin—Jdames I, Budd, demo-
Crit,

l‘nlul‘:i'|-r-—-,\”H'I'i “‘. _\IvInI.\‘rv, it
publican,

Connectient—0, Vineent Colfin, re-

publican,

Delnware—Joshon H, Marvil, repube-
ienn,

Florida—Henry L. Mitehell, demo-
| ¢rit,

Goorgin—W, Y. Atkinson, democrat.

Tdaho—Willinm J. MeCosnell, demo-
orat.

[linoigs=—=John 1. Altgeld, demovrat,

Indigna—Clande Matthews, demo-
orat.

Lowa—Frank D, Jackson, republican.
|  Kansas—Edmund N. Morrill, ropub-
ligan.

Kentucky—John Young Brown, dem-
oerit,

Louisiana—Murphy J. Foster, denio-
erat,
| Maine—IHenry B. Cleaver, republi-
i,

Marylind—Frank Brown, dewmocrat,

Massnchusetts—redoric T, Green-
harge, republican,

Michigan—John T, Rich, republicin.

Minnesota—Knute  Nelson, republi-
Gl

\ii-‘.-i.-‘:-i}lﬂl--Ju]lll M. Stone, demo-
orit,

Misgonri—=William J. Stone, demo-
urat,

Montana—John I, Richarvids, republic
Can.

Nebraskan—silas A, Holeomb, demo-
aratic-populists

Nevadn—dJohn F, Jones, Silverite,

New Hampshive—Charles A, Busiel,
vepublican.

New Jorsey——George T, Werts, demo-
erat,

New York—Levi P, Morton, republi-
¢,

North Carolina—Elias Carr, demo-
Lerat,
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